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THE *DISH-COURSE’ OF THE FOLK CULTURES OF ALIPUDUAR

Gobinda Rajbanshi
Assistant Professor ( Bengali), Vivekananda College, Alipurduar, Mail:
grbvivek@rediffmail.com

Abstract
The paper attempts to read the distinct and myriad food-habits and food-cultures of
different tribal communities existing in the Alipurduar district of Wes! Bengal. 1n 50
doing, it aims to promote and encourage the future researches that car supplement and
re-enliven the study of local culture at large.

Key word: Dish-course, Folk cultures

Introduction:

Alipurduar as a district often passes for the name of ‘mini India’ ‘xf one pays ]d“:‘j#
attention to the multidimensionality it houses in terms of differences of language, cuiture
food-habbits etc. But all are united in the spirit of communal-national harm'(m}‘ which 1s
truly the quintessence of its existence. An exclusive museum of population dl\Cl‘»\'lI\;_
Aliprduar is witnessed to great waves of change from the time past to ime present. Truc
some of the tribesmen and their unique culture have disappeared with the pu.\"sagu

fime, However, it is also very true that the district with its existing numbers of unique
local-indigenous folk cultures is still very rich and even unmatchable when it comes
down to comparison with other districts of west Bengal, The present paper attempts Lo

document a small survey of the distinct and exotic food-habits of these folk cultures still
existing today.

Rajbanshi Community: The Rajbanshis are one of the oldest surviving communitics
that exist in India today. They also happen to be in the majonity amongst the local
communities in Alipurduar. According to Anthropological evidence. they

Al
Mongoloid origin. A glance at their food-habits may be very interesting.

The community is clearly divided along a class line and this leads to differences in food
The rich are used to consuming ‘milk-tea’ .whereas the have-nots consume “plamn tea
People with riches who are located in the town have modern food-habits. They consune
milk, puffed rice, banana for tiffin. But there is a mention of local food called “Sidol
which requires an exotic and manifold preparation: small toothsome fish like “puti’ and
‘darika’, mustard oil, ginger, garlic, turmeric dust . red chilly ete. Finally, when 1t's madc
it takes a circular shape. There is a mention of ‘Chaka’ as well which is primarily
prepared from the roots from the banana tree and from other extracts from banand
‘Bhatta’ is another of their food. It is to be noted that people of Rajbanshi community arc
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;1_](;}?[1’1der is often considered and perceived in
relativity where the woman is woman because she
-E{g-'%ﬁot*"man and vice versa. The third gender of
4p;oples'—é-Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender—
are those who are basically termed as queer in
‘social, cultural and political domain. The term
queer’ is primarily & pejorative and denouncing
term used against these people who not so called
‘normal are according the constructed norms of
“Society by the homophobic. With the due course of
development, the wWor e
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Never the End: Restoration from
Post Human ¢t Human in
Affinity Konay’s Mischling

Neha Chatterjee

Abstract

Human conditions are continuously changing in the complex
systems of world where humans are getting supplanted by
machines or they are used for experimentation like animals and
they are only treated as bodies which can be explored and
dispensed with. This paper intends to bring out the pathetic post
human conditions of the twins like, Pearl and Stasha, when they
are deported to barracks and are subjected by the maniacal
physician Josef Mengele to torturous experiments  thereby
experiencing horrific losses of human life as being a mischiling in
affiliations and identities. ‘Mischiling is a term used in Nai
Germany for denoting the mixed-blood human that has both

Aryan and Jewsh ancestry.

In German, the word has the general denotation of hybrid, half-
breed, or mongrel. They were basically mixed children, referred as
war babies born to non-white soldiers and white mothers in the
backdrop of World War II. It is about the gaze of Josef Mengele
towards the body of the mixed blood twins who are nothing more
than a sample of experimentation in his zoo where human body
and emotions can be used to serve his futile demands and desires.
Affinity Konar’s heart wrenching and harrowing novel Mischiling
tries to uncarth the heinous post humanistic attitude of different
establishments of Nazis against Jews and how they are butchered

CO-OR%TOR

IQAC-NAAC ‘VICE RN LEGE
VIVEKA N ANDA COLLEGE V'VEKﬁﬁAPbHD AR

AV IRy



N ¥

i“!‘{ - i

POSTMODERN
PERSPECTIVES
IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE
AND
LITERATURE

. Postmodernism, which generally refers to a socio-cultural and
*literary theory and ashift in perspective, is rightly considered as
a reaction against modernism. It has manifested in a variety of
disciplines which broadly includes the Social Sciences, Arts,
Architecture, Literature, Fashion, Communication and !
Technology. It has the great impact on theories, practices and
' histories, race and identity, religion, secularization, feminism, '
+ philosophy, post-colonialism, post-communalism, culture and '
. ethnicity, diaspora, gender studies, revolt and marginality, .
human rights and nationalism, language narrative techniques: :
forms and genres, translation, Third World Literature,
Comparative Literature, regionalism, creative writing and :
Communication Studies. These all areas are significantly |
connected with English Language and Literature. It is a need of
an hour to make a scholarly discussion onitand to representitin ;
the intellectual community.

The book contains edited scholarly research papers, articles on .
Postmodernist perspectives and its impact on various genres '
and sub genres in English Language and Literature. Edited -
research papers cover various important themes and thoughts
» associated with postmodernism, which are depicted in

Language and Literature.
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Debunking Transgression: A St .
Mala Kumar's The Paths of Marrizg;
Neha Chatterjee

Transgression, etymologically, is a process of ‘cr
or traversing an ordered, normative, rationa| state
unordered and subversive state. The act of transgression h tin
transgressing or passing over or beyond any law, either civi[e
social, cultural or moral. In the contemporary €ra, with th,
influence of poststructuralism and anti-humanism/ pOSthUmanisme
transgression emerged as an indispensable concept Whic[;
instigates the idea of boundary crossing. For Foucault, the concept
of transgression illustrates the importance of ‘4 will—to-poweg
_ Mala Kumar’s novel, The Paths of Marriage, is representing the
H life of three generations of Indian and Indiap American Womep
| navigating between harsh slums of the poverty of Chennaj a4
i New York. The three women, Lakshmi, Pooja and lastly the out
to everyone lesbian except before her family, Deepa, are not only
struggling the collision of generation but also traces the lines of
discrimination on the basis of being homosexual in a diasporic
space and family. This paper intends to bring out the different
levels of transgression not only done by the story and character of
the novel but also by Mala Kumar herself as well, who is a lesbian
in her orientation [ike Deepa. The novel is itself a transgressive
text which represents g family experiencing varied dilemma ‘hk?
Deepa struggling with her lesbian identity and her prob‘lcnmtlzc’d
relation with her homophobic mother, Pooja. Secondly, it P‘“’”“ﬁz
4 transgressing of the Indian arranged marriage through éug
character of Pooja and her decision of divorcing and SUpp Or,“ i
her daughter i1 setting married without her wish. The t©
BILCr In not getting marrie

ossing-OVEr,

T T e e Iy
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